When stepping behavior in the contralateral forelimb of unilateral 6-OHDA-treated rats was tested in isolation, severe and chronic akinesia was found in that limb. That is, when the hindquarters and ipsilateral forelimb were raised off the ground so that the contralateral forelimb alone supported the weight of the animal, the contralateral forelimb failed to step. Occasional trembling could be observed in the limb, but no more than a few small steps were ever initiated.
procedure. The circling model of Ungerstedt has been widely adopted to provide such evidence, in part because it is so convenient and (relative to primate models) inexpensive. In this model 6-hydroxydopamine (6-OHDA) is used to deplete nigrostriatal dopamine (DA) When stepping behavior in the contralateral forelimb of unilateral 6-OHDA-treated rats was tested in isolation, severe and chronic akinesia was found in that limb. That is, when the hindquarters and ipsilateral forelimb were raised off the ground so that the contralateral forelimb alone supported the weight of the animal, the contralateral forelimb failed to step. Occasional trembling could be observed in the limb, but no more than a few small steps were ever initiated.
In contrast, the isolated ipsilateral forelimb stepped normally (about 20 steps/min, which was similar to that of sham-operated animals when either limb was tested in isolation). 
